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November 9, 2010 
 
Dear GSCO Member: 
 
We hope by now you have heard about or seen the press release about a settlement between 
GSCO and FNAWS/ISHA (now Wild Sheep Foundation [WSF]). We felt it important to let you 
know individually, as a member of GSCO, a little more about the details of this settlement. The 
most important detail is that it is over, and both organizations have pledged to each other to put 
this chapter behind us and go forward in conservation for the future. 
 
This dark chapter, amazingly, began way back in mid-2004. Going through the details will help 
nothing, but the lawsuit was actually filed in November 2006. The trial took place a little over a year 
later, in January 2008. When the jury came back, GSCO was awarded $1.9 million plus court costs 
and any resulting interest. As is a normal procedure in such cases, each organization then filed 
post-trial motions, which should have been acted upon in a matter of a couple of months. That was 
not the case, as the judge recused herself (for reasons unrelated to the case). The new judge did 
not act for over two years, but finally held a hearing in April 2010. On September 22, 2010 the 
judge ruled on the post-trial motions, declining all of FNAWS and ISHA’s motions as well as 
declining our motion for attorneys’ fees. The $1.9 million judgment, costs and interest were upheld, 
amounting to slightly over $2 million. 
 
This left both organizations with an opportunity to appeal the ruling and face at least another year 
of legal maneuvering. Each organization did file its intent to appeal, but immediately began 
negotiations for a settlement in early October. Gray Thornton and I did the negotiating and our 
respective boards both voted unanimously on the final settlement agreement (after some tweaking 
by each board). The settlement was signed on November 2, 2010, ending this more than six-year 
dispute.  
 
Below are the major provisions of the settlement: 
 

1. $1.65 million released to GSCO from the $1.9 million cash bond currently held by the 
federal court in Birmingham. The balance of $250,000 will be returned to WSF. 

2. $100,000 per year for three years will be paid by WSF for conservation and hunters’ rights 
purposes in the name of both WSF and GSCO. Of this amount, $50,000 per year will be 
directed to Conservation Force, $25,000 per year to an international project and $25,000 
per year to a North American project mutually agreed upon by both organizations. 

3. WSF will withdraw its opposition to GSCO trademark applications. 
4. GSCO will license WSF to use GRAND SLAM® and 3/4 SLAM® in its publications in 

specific ways. This license will extend to WSF chapters.  
5. The Permanent Injunction will be modified to include the licensed use of GSCO’s 

trademarks. WSF will no longer be required to post the Injunction on its website. Language 
was agreed upon to settle any misunderstandings in an amicable way through open 
communication and cooperation, to avoid any future litigation. 

6. GSCO and WSF will recognize each other as an “affiliate,” according to their respective 
bylaws and procedures. 



P.O. Box 310727  •  Birmingham, Alabama 35231 
Phone: 205-674-0101  •  Fax: 205-674-0190  •  sheepslam@yahoo.com  •  www.wildsheep.org 

 
 

 

7. The International Sheep Hunters Association (ISHA) will be phased out. WSF international 
recognition programs, initiatives and awards will continue only under the WSF name. 

8. WSF will not create a North American big game program similar to GSCO’s Super Slam of 
North American Big Game™. 

9. WSF’s international sheep and goat recognition programs and awards will not copy or be 
based on GSCO trademarks or copyrights. 

 
I know there will be those of you who will believe that GSCO receiving $1.65 million will be a 
windfall. THAT IS NOT THE CASE. This will only make it possible for us to repay indebtedness 
created by this expensive ordeal. It will, however, make it possible for us to begin our efforts anew 
without being encumbered. For this we are thankful. 
 
It needs to be stated clearly that no one has “won” this dispute. It would be easy to say that we 
have all “lost,” but that sounds too negative to me. The spirit of the negotiations for this settlement, 
and the fact that our respective boards voted unanimously to approve it, has to be interpreted as 
positive. It is time for all of us to go forward, as wildlife conservation deserves no less. Join with us 
in cultivating a positive spirit for both organizations’ futures. The joint press release from our 
organizations ended with: 
 
“Let the healing begin!” 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dennis Campbell 
GSCO Executive Director 
 
 

 


